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Types of Review Articles

Review articles provide synthesised, and often pre-appraised evidence that can save clinicians time in determining the
state of knowledge on a topic, the effectiveness of an intervention or even in identifying common themes that emerge in
the literature. There are, however, a number of different types of review articles, which vary in the degree of rigour
employed in their respective search, appraisal, synthesis and analysis methodologies. It can be helpful to identify the type
of review article you are reading, as this information will help you to appropriately appraise the article. All the review types
described in the table (adapted from Grant & Booth, 2009)* below fall within the Syntheses category of the 6s Hierarchy of
Pre-Appraised Evidence?®. Knowing this, you can use the Step 3 Appraising the Evidence flowchart to help you identify
appropriate tools with which to appraise your selected review.
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